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between the two states were adjusted greatly to Ashur's
advantage. If in these circumstances Thotmes contrived to
exact tribute separately from Assyria and the Tigris states,
the first impact of the Egyptian armies in Iraq must have been
considerable.

In the time of Puzur-ashur's great-great-grandson, Ashur-
bel-nisheshu, there was again a slight revival in Assyrian
fortunes. He succeeded in recovering the lost Tigris province,
made war on the contemporary Kassite king of Babylon, and
again concluded a favourable peace. In the ruins of the city
of Ashur itself, which were excavated by German archaeo-
logists at the beginning of the present century, there was
evidence to show that he was one of those kings who found
it worth while to restore the buildings and renew the forti-
fications of the town. The next setback was due to the increas-
ing power of Mitanni, with whom Assyria now had a common
frontier in the north-west. As a result of negotiations with
the Pharaohs Amenophis II and Thotmes IV, the Mitannians
had now set up a ruling house of their own, and the second
Mitannian king, Astatama, even gave his daughter to Thotmes
in marriage. With this powerful alliance established he was
also able to exact tribute from Assyria.

For the next hundred years Mitannian kings ruled at their
capital, Washshukkanni, a city whose ruins have not yet been
identified, somewhere among the head-waters of the Khabur
river on the present Turko-Syrian frontier. They were fairly
consistently on good terms with the Egyptian Pharaohs, and
in a sense constituted a buffer between Egypt and Assyria.
This was a time when improved communications throughout
the Near East and the orderly conduct of the Egyptian pro-
vinces began to permit of a much more general intercourse
amongst ruling princes, and the atmosphere of their courts
for the first time became genuinely cosmopolitan. c Syrian
princes dressed in Egyptian style ; the seal-cutters of Asia
Minor put Egyptian religious symbols on the objects tliey
made; Babylonian gems bore devices which were derived
from Egyptian and Cretan art; pots from Cyprus made their
way to the city of Ashur. Not only material objects changed
hands. The library of the Pharaoh included Babylonian lite-
rary works, the Hittite kings possessed documents dealing with
all the exploits of Sargon and Naram-sin, and an Assyrian